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Stop the Education and Inspections Bill
Comprehensive education, despite its overwhelming popularity amongst voters, is in mortal danger from the proposals in the Government’s Education Bill – a bill that was passed in the House of Commons only with the support from the Tories.

The Education Bill opens the door for Trust Schools owned and run by big business whose motive is – not to provide a service – but to make a handsome profit.

This is similar to the arguments about academies, but on a vastly grander scale.

Remember - academies are independent schools run by private sponsors using public money. For £2m a sponsor can take control of a state school controlling its admissions, governing body, curriculum and teachers’ pay and conditions. Sponsors receive the entire school budget directly from the Government. Academies are outside the control of the community and are unaccountable to anybody but the sponsors.

The NUT is not alone in its concerns about Academies. The Commons Education Select Committee wants the programme to be halted until it has been properly assessed and the Education Network, said in a recent report that Academies were a hugely expensive and untested drain on Government resources.

There is no evidence that Academies raise educational standards, in fact the opposite seems to be true. According to official figures for eleven Academies in 2004, five showed no improvement and one had the second worse results in England. 

It is not surprising that Academies are failing to raise educational standards. The private sponsors that run Academies have limited or no experience in education.  There is no requirement for teachers to be registered with the General Teaching Council.  Teachers who have been banned from teaching in state schools could legally work in an Academy.
Sponsors’ managerial freedom means teaching can reflect their own interests and opinions. Kings Academy in Middlesborough, sponsored by evangelical Christian Reg Vardy, teaches creationism i.e. that the world was created in six days.

Of particular concern is Academies’ ability to select pupils. Academies are allowed to select up to 10 per cent of their intake of pupils. They can set their own priorities for selection and can refuse places to local children.  The fairness of local authority admissions criteria is undermined.   In some cases there may be other ‘back door’ means of selection such as specifically targeting pupils from affluent areas.

The Education and Inspections Bill contains all the problems associated with academies but on a massive scale.  All schools will be subject to trust status.  Selection will become the norm.  National pay and conditions will be at risk.  See over for what you can do.

The Education and Inspections bill:

· Is a further attack on the comprehensive ideal.

· Opens the floodgates to further privatisation.

· Threatens national pay and conditions to the extent that it makes the transition to TLRS look like a picnic.

As teachers and trades unionists we have a responsibility to campaign to stop this bill.

What can you do?

1. Write a letter to Sally Keeble, MP for Northampton North.  MPs are sensitive to their postbag.  Use the model letter on www.ntuc.org.uk
Email: keebles@parliament.uk
Post: Sally Keeble MP, House of Commons, London, SW1A OAA

2. Ask someone from your school to join the NUT delegation at Sally’s M.P.’s surgery from 6pm on Friday 16 June.  This is at the Need to Know Shop, on Park Square, Kings Heath, Northampton.

We need Sally to know we want her to vote against the Education and Inspections Bill. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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This is the developing website of Northampton Trades Union Council.  Northampton Association NUT has a growing number of pages on this site.





Click on the homepage and then the links to ‘NUT local’.  You can also link to the national NUT website.





The aim is to provide useful information about our conditions of work, ongoing campaigns, and anything else that potentially will be of interest.





Paper mailings will be reduced to allow for more regular web mailings.  The July mailing will be on the website.  Please have a look.





Your feedback will be very welcome.





SACRE – standing advisory council for religious education.





The next meeting is on June 15th 2006, 6.30 – 9.00pm at Britannia House Northampton.  Discussion will be around the draft guidance for Collective Worship, and the draft annual report.  SACRE need teachers as members so if you would like to attend as an observer to see what it does, please let Frances Le Pla know on 01604 236246.





Those of you who contacted me previously by email and got no reply due to email crash, please contact me again for information about the work of SACRE.





Jenny Dixon NUT representative (retired)





Tel 01933 402885





jenny@dixonj.fsworld.co.uk









