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To NUT Reps and members – Feb 08 – see the extended updated newsletter at www.ntuc.org.uk

INFLATION = 4%    TEACHERS’ PAY RISE = 2.45%
NUT to ballot on strike action – VOTE ‘YES’
Ballot - 28th Feb to 31 March 

A ‘yes’ vote would result in a strike day on Thursday 24 April

Pay campaign meetings – 4.45pm to 6pm

· Wed 27 Feb, Duston School, Berrywood Rd, N’ton 
· Wed 19 March (A.G.M. see below), NSB, Billing Rd, N’ton

· Wed 2 April, venue tbc 
· Training for NUT School Reps – Tues 26 Feb, 1pm to 3pm, the Dance Studio, Lings Forum Leisure Centre, Billing Brook Rd, N’ton

PLEASE SEE OVER FOR MORE DETAILS
Bullying at work: - You don’t have to put up with it!

‘1 in 4 teachers have been subject to harassment at work’.  From ‘Crazy About Work’, an investigation and commentary on work-related factors influencing teacher mental health.  Essential reading for teachers.  Read it at www.ntuc.org.uk – Click on NUT (local), then Crazy About Work.  

· On Wed 9 Jan, NUT members met to discuss the growing problem of bullying.  Read a report on the online newsletter.
You do not have to put up with bullying.  Inform someone, and/or contact the NUT.

‘I attended a NUT course on bullying and harassment at NUT's excellent training centre at Stoke Rochford near Grantham.  The course involved colleagues from across the country and made me realise how widespread the problem of Bullying and Harassment is. The key point that we all agreed on is that you should involve your union sooner rather than later. When you stand up to a bully they will often back down.’

Niall O'Ceallaigh, NUT Rep, St Gregory’s Primary School.

For details of training courses, see www.teachers.org.uk/training/courseprogramme.php
Annual General Meeting

Wed 19 March, 4.45pm to 6pm, N’ton School for Boys, Billing Rd, Northampton.

All NUT members are welcome to attend.  The key agenda item will be the pay campaign.

Tea, coffee, and refreshments will be available.

More at www.ntuc.org.uk Click on NUT local, and then the link under ‘local newsletters’.

· More on the pay campaign

· More on bullying. What is the best response when the Head comes to your classroom and says ‘I want to talk to you about a concern’?  

· Academies – more planned for Northampton?  

· Northampton schools under fire – the NUT response.

· A report from Jenny Dixon, the NUT representative on SACRE.

Pay: an insult that requires a response!
‘Teachers are the backbone of our education system. The most important factor in education is the quality of teachers’. 
Ed Balls, Secretary of State for Education 15 Jan 2008
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Pay Review Body 15 Jan 2008
What are you prepared to do?

Option 1
· Borrow money 

· Don’t have a holiday for 3 years 
· Move to a smaller house 
· Remortgage

· Buy cheaper food/clothes 
Option 2
· Take collective industrial action with all your NUT colleagues in England and Wales
It’s time to show Mr Balls our backbone. Vote for action to oppose three more years of pay cuts and protect your standard of living.
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