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	Northampton NUT 

says “No” to the Education Bill


The Education and Inspections Bill will undermine our school system at both primary and secondary level.

Trust Schools

The Government wants most schools to become Trust schools sponsored by a business, charity or faith group. The Trust will appoint the majority of governors, control the school's assets and curriculum, hire and fire the staff, and set its own admissions policy. These Trust schools, both primary and secondary, will not be accountable to anyone but themselves. They will no longer be run by democratically chosen representatives of people with a direct interest in the school – parents, teachers, people from the local community and local councillors.
Parents won’t even get a vote on whether their school becomes a Trust – the existing governors can vote for a Trust with no consultation. New schools will be given to Trusts.

As Neil Kinnock, ex-Labour leader, has warned, this will lead to the “absurd notion of a Big Mac Academy or a fundamentalist Christian group running a set of urban secondary schools, funded by taxpayers' money, outside any local democratic framework”.

Selection

Research recently conducted by the Sutton Trust demonstrates that all school selection is socially divisive, widening the gap in achievement between black and white, rich and poor.

Former Secretary of State for Education Estelle Morris summed this up neatly, “Show me a school which has changed its admissions policy to attract more children from poor backgrounds with uncooperative parents.”

Thousands of parents know that parental choice is often a fake, and it is schools that do the choosing. Giving schools control of admissions will make this worse.

Competition

The Bill will remove democratic control over the organisation of schools. It will intensify competition between schools based on league tables. Schools will use selection and exclusion to improve their position in the league tables, but for every winner there will also be a loser.

Misusing Ofsted Inspections

The Government wants to use Ofsted as a tool to create more Trust schools. Where Ofsted says that a school is failing or coasting, it will shut down in a year and then can be reopened as a Trust school. But will we be able to trust the Government not to misuse Ofsted?

The Government has ignored its own rules to create City Academies by allowing businessmen not to pay the £2million they promised, and the police are investigating whether these businessmen were offered honours to sponsor City Academies.

Undermining Teachers’ Conditions

Trust schools, like academies, will be outside the current local arrangements where unions can negotiate to protect and improve teachers’ conditions of employment in all schools collectively.

Ending the National Curriculum entitlement

By 2013 the Government wants 40% of students to follow only a vocational course and ‘functional skills’ in English, Maths and ICT. This means that many working class and black children may be written off at 14, and new forms of selection introduced..

Free-market madness

The Bill doesn't promise the significant extra funding required to reduce class size and it doesn't mention tackling child poverty, instead it promotes the dogma that competition between schools will raise standards. That is why so many Labour MPs voted against it at the last reading.

Write to your MP to oppose the Education and Inspections Bill 2006 - see overleaf.

Say “No” to the Education Bill

MPS WILL SOON VOTE ON THE BILL.   PLEASE ACT BEFORE THEN.

· Write to your MP asking them to vote against the Education and Inspections Bill.
· Get together with your colleagues to use the NUT’s website to write to or email your local MP
· Contact us to find out more about our campaigning locally.

Your local MP can be contacted by post by writing to them at   House of Commons London SW1A 0AA,
Or by using the Education Bill Section of the NUT Website – www.teachers.org.uk
